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A pressing need has long been felt among 
the professors and teachers of modern lan- 
guages, for some special organ of communi- 
cation in which they might express their opin- 
ions and have the benefit of frank and unbiassed 
criticism with reference both to personal views 
on literary or scientific subjects, and to the 
numerous text-books and other works that are 
constantly appearing in this branch of learning. 
The present ' Notes ' are intended to satisfy 
this want, so far as may be, in a modest way, 
by giving succinct original articles, by furnish- 
ing short reviews of the chief American and 
Foreign new publications, by calling attention 
briefly to the meetings of literary and learned 
societies, by noticing topics of personal interest, 
such as the work of individual scholars, changes 
mthe Personnel of our colleges, current papers 
or articles by Modern Language instructors, 
newly announced Courses of Study, etc. 
These ' Notes ' will be especially adapted to the 
use of teachers and will contain, therefore, in 
addition to the above, short discussions of 
pedagogical questions, particularly of such as 
bear upon the academic study of the languages 
in question. 

6y modern languages are here meant pri- 
marily the English, German and Romance 
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idioms, in their earlier as well as later phases, 
though the treatment of other forms of living 
speech will not be excluded. 

The desire of the editors is to give to this 
little periodical as scientific a character as may 
be possible, considering the present status of 
modern language study in America. The 
volume will consist of a series of eight numbers, 
beginning with January and continuing monthly 
through the year, with a vacation interval 
from July to October inclusive. Each number 
of the present volume will contain at least 
twenty-four columns of printed matter. The 
price to subscribers is one dollar per annum. 

For convenience of reference, a double pagi- 
nation has been adopted. The column num- 
bering belongs to each issue separately, and 
the table of contents is arranged accordingly 
for current reference ; while the serial number- 
ing is given at the bottom of the page and will 
be found convenient for citation from the com- 
pleted volume. 

It has been thought expedient, for the present 
to throw the bulk of the matter into the form 
of ' Notes,' as such an arrangement will serve 
the purpose of treating a variety of subjects in 
little space and thus facilitate the handling of 
the material which it is desired Jo present. 



